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What a great term we have had and the Summer Party seemed to be very much enjoyed by everyone with a lot of laughter and hilarity concerning our UFOs.  I do hope you are all working hard on them – Hampshire Air Ambulance is going to be the beneficiary of our work so those hidden objects will provide a positive outcome one way or another.  I would like to thank all of the committee members involved with providing food and drink for the party.  It was lovely.

Lisa Walton Workshop
Lisa is an award-winning quiltmaker from Sydney in Australia.  She is coming to the UK in August to teach at the Festival of Quilts and we have been very lucky in securing her to teach a workshop for our group on Saturday 11th September.  The workshop focuses on using different fabrics which are then cut away to give different effects.  Lisa is an excellent teacher – I attended one of her workshops while I was in Australia earlier this year and I found her attentive and very instructional, raising my confidence to tackle things I had felt were beyond me.

We still have spaces available for this workshop but I shall now be opening up to members in Region 3 of the Quilters Guild.  The workshop lasts from 10 am to 4 pm and costs £22.50.  You can use your own fabrics although Lisa can provide a kit which is made from her own hand-dyed fabrics.  If you are interested in having a place on the workshop, please contact me:  sallyrouse@btinternet.com .  If you would like to find out more about Lisa, then have a look at her website:  www.dyedheaven.com . 

Committee Members
In anticipation of our AGM in October I think it is wise to point out that Sheila Squibb who has been our Secretary for the full term of her appointment is due to stand down.  We are grateful to Sheila for the work that she has done although I shall focus on that more at the AGM.  In the meantime, if you feel that you would be interested in taking on the role of Secretary on the Committee, then please get in touch with either myself or another committee member to discuss what is involved.  There is probably less than you think!!!

Quilt Shows
I know that many of you will be going away or have a little time on your hands as we do not meet during August but might still like to have a “fix” of seeing quilts made by quilt artists.  I am setting out some information about Quilt Exhibitions in the next few months.  It is always lovely to hear about what people have seen so if you do bring back photographs, please let us see them so we can all enjoy the experience – even if only 2nd hand!    I have included everything that might be of interest even if it is a distance away!
10th – 15th August             
Passage Defined –exhibition by the design group “By Design” at Romsey Abbey.

19th – 22nd August
Festival of Quilts, NEC Birmingham

16th – 29th August
Stitch Textile Artists Face to Face at Walcott Chapel, Bath
31s t July – 25th September
Japanese Sashiko Textiles at Plymouth City Museum and Art Gallery 

The Knitting and Stitching Show
This takes place over the weekend of 9th and 10th October.  There is a coach running on both days.
Saturday 9th October:  The Cranbury Centre (Eastleigh College) is running a trip leaving at 8.30 am and returning from Alexandra Palace at 5pm.  The cost is £20 including a ticket to the show and all gratuities etc included.  Please contact the Cranbury Centre if you would like a ticket. Tel 023 8032 2140
(Could I reassure you following the comment about a cancelled trip previously that the Cranbury Centre runs trips termly to various exhibitions and cancellations are rare and usually because people have either not booked or have pulled out – the same as most groups run.)
Sunday 10th October: The Embroiderers Guild is running a trip leaving at 8.30 am and returning from Alexandra Palace at 5 pm.  The cost is £22 (provided the coach is filled). Cheques payable to Winchester Embroiderers' Guild should be sent to Joan Sortwell, 112 Stanmore Lane, Winchester, SO22 4BT Tel: 01962 863847. 

 I hope that you have a wonderful summer with lots of stitching and creating.
